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2 | 3Welcome to the small circle of individuals who, if we are to be

absolutely precise, demand slightly more of a watch than absolute preci-

sion. Appreciation of a watch is more than mere appreciation of the correct

time. It is enthusiasm for an ingenious idea. For the interplay between pre-

cision and imagination. Between time and timelessness. Between bound-

aries and infinity. Between laws to which the entire world is subject, and

taste, which cannot be dictated to anyone. That is why, since 1868, we have

been devoting rather more of our time to watches that must not only run

with absolute precision but which also, with every passing second, exert a

fascination with the great achievements of master craftsmanship: a fascina-

tion with new inventions of a technical, material or formal nature, even if

they are concealed in minute details that are perhaps not even visible. You

are now the owner of a beautiful new example of this IWC tradition. We

would like to congratulate you on your choice and send you our best wish-

es for the time you will spend with your watch, which perhaps cannot be

described with any greater accuracy than it is here.

IWC Management



Technical refinements of the Portuguese Tourbillon Mystère

Your Portuguese Tourbillon Mystère shows you the time in hours, minutes

and seconds, together with the power reserve. The mechanical movement

with self-winding, visible through the case back with its sapphire glass, has

44 jewels (synthetic rubies) and has a power reserve of 7 days (168 hours)

when fully wound. The engraved rotor with its 18 carat gold medallion

winds the watch in both directions of rotation via the Pellaton automatic

winding mechanism.

The Portuguese Tourbillon Mystère is shock-proof and water-resistant 

3 bar. Your watch is equipped with a tourbillon, a unique micromechanism,

which reduces the effect of gravity on the accuracy to a minimum. The tour-

billon, an invention made soon after the French Revolution, has since been

considered the ultimate challenge in the quest for absolute mechanical

watchmaking precision. Specifically, the purpose of the mechanism is to

counterbalance the one-sided pull of the earth’s gravity on the balance.

This is because the residual gravitational error of the balance can adversely

affect the accuracy depending on the position of the watch. Luckily, there is

a way of surmounting the problems caused by one of the basic laws of phy-

sics. The balance, the pallets and the escape wheel are mounted in a tiny

cage or carriage that rotates once around itself every minute, virtually elimi-

nating gravitational error. To ensure that this extraordinary watch continues

to perform its tasks in the future, it is essential to observe a few important

operating instructions.



4 | 5Key to the Portuguese Tourbillon Mystère

1 Hour hand

2 Minute hand

3 Seconds hand

4 Crown

5 Power reserve display

6 Tourbillon
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Functions of the crown

0 Normal position 

1 Time setting

Normal position

In the normal position (Position 0), you can also wind the automatic move-

ment by hand. The movement will start after only a few revolutions of 

the crown. However, it is better to wind the movement fully, as maximum 

accuracy and a power reserve of about 7 days (168 hours) will then be 

assured, even after taking off the watch.

Power reserve display

The power reserve display is divided into 7 days, for which the indication 

is continuous. Wearing the watch causes it to be wound constantly by the 

winding mechanism, a process which you can follow on the power reserve

display. The marking in the area of the last day tells you that the power 

reserve is about to expire. You should then wind the watch by hand, if 

necessary, since the accuracy can be reduced in this area.

Setting the time

Pull the crown to position 1. You can set the time with the crown in this 

position. You must push the crown back to position 0 before wearing 

the watch.

0 1



6 | 7Water-resistance

The water-resistance of IWC watches is stated in bar and not in metres.

Metres, which are often used elsewhere in the watch industry to indicate

water-resistance, cannot be equated with dive depth because of the test

procedures that are frequently used. Water-resistance shown in metres

provides no indication as to actual use of the watch in the presence of

moisture and wetness, and in or under water. Recommendations for use

in connection with the water-resistance of your watch can be found on the

Internet at www.iwc.com/water-resistance. Your authorised IWC Official

Agent will also be pleased to provide you with information.

To ensure that your watch continues to function perfectly, you should

have it checked by an IWC service centre at least once a year. Your watch

should also be tested after exposure to unusually harsh conditions. If the

tests are not carried out as stipulated, or if the watch is opened by unau-

thorised persons, IWC will accept no warranty or liability claims.

Recommendation: Your authorised IWC Official Agent must carry out a

water-resistance test whenever your IWC watch is opened and serviced.

Servicing your Portuguese Tourbillon Mystère

Although the parts in this watch are all manufactured from top-quality 

materials, a number of components are subject to natural wear and tear.

It is particularly important to ensure that the points at which wear occurs

are always well-lubricated and that oil contaminated by metal abrasion is

regularly removed. For this reason, we recommend that you have your

watch serviced approximately every five years. Please contact an

authorised IWC Official Agent or send your watch directly to the IWC

Customer Service Department in Schaffhausen.

Effective from September 2003.
Technical specifications subject to change.
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